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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, AG, SS 

SUBJECT: SAHARA REFUGEES: UNHCR REPINFORMED OF ALGERIAN 
POSITION 

REF: ALGIERS 2053 

1 . WE HAVE INFORMED FANTANA OF UNHCR IN ALGIERS OF 
STATEMENT BY SLIMANE HOFFMAN THAT UNHCR REP WOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO LIVE IN BECHAR AND TRAVEL TO TINDOUF WITH 
ALGERIAN ESCORT. FANTANA SAID THAT THIS WAS FIRST 

HE HAD HEARD OF SUCH PROPOSAL. WE ALSO TOLD FANTANA 
THAT GOVERNMENT SECY GEN HAMDANI WOULD BE CONTACTING 
ALGERIAN RED CRESCENT PRESIDENT ON UNHCR SITUATION 
FOLLOWING RED CRESCENT PRESIDENT’S RETURN FROM VACA- 
TION. FANTANA COMMENTED THAT IT SEEMED UNLIKELY 
THAT MUCH WOULD HAPPEN UNTIL END OF VACATION PERIOD 
IN MID-SEPTEMBER. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: AS FANTANA AND WE AGREED IT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ALGIER 02121 211558Z 

BEST FOR HIM NOT TO TRANSMITFOREGOING INFOR 
MATION ON OPEN TELEX, WE SUGGEST THAT 
GENEVA BE AUTHORIZED TO APPRISE 
UNHCR OF STATE OF PLAY. 

HAYNES 
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